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called out: O tiniid beauties, do not fear : for 1 am
one, rather to protect you than molest you. Come
quickly and render assistance to this lovely playfellow
of yours, who has suddenly swooned away at the
sight of me, as well indeed she might. Then they
came forward, collecting courage, with hesitation. And
one, speaking for all the others, said politely : Sir,
who art thou, and what is thy name and family, and
how in the world hast thou suddenly appeared in this
our hermitage, in which nothing ever comes but
the hermits and their families?

And I said laughing: O fair one, I am only the
husband of this sister of thine, whom Ganapati has
sent her in answer to her prayer. Take her, and
restore her to lifes of which for the moment astonish-
ment has deprived her: and she will herself tell thee
all about it.

Then those maidens busied themselves about her,
whispering to each other, and Stealing at me glances
out of the corners of their eyes. And I said to them :
Where shall I find her parents, or her guardians ?
For since the god has given her to me, I must go
and ask for her in proper form. Then they said: Sir,
she has no parents, being an orphan under the pro-
tection of the sage. And I said: Take me, then,
into the presence of the sage.

Then some of them led me away to a pool, near
which that old sage was seated, buried in meditation.